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ALAN REDPATH’S FAMILY

Alan Redpath was the only son of a Scottish mother and a Northumbrian father, both good Presbyterians. His father was a manager with Barclays Bank, and treasurer of the Knox Presbyterian Church in Gosforth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. His grandfather was editor of the Newcastle Daily Journal. Fuller details are in in Alexander Cameron, Alan Redpath, His Life and Times, (Livingstone: The Heralds Trust, no date given; was 2007), p. 1.
Alan was born in Gosforth on 9 January 1907. His first school was in Gosforth, then he went to a public school in Durham. He sat in the family pew on Sunday, and attended the Anglican services in Durham.

He was sturdy, and more interested in sports than in school lessons. The headmaster in Durham was an English rugger international player and this rubbed off on Alan. He gained sufficient O levels and then A levels, but rugby was all consuming; to be in the school team enabled attendance at a special period each week to learn the ethics and theory of rugby football. Playing different schools at weekends was something to look forward to, and to talk rugby and play it with skill and energy became a consuming passion.

Alan took his General Certificate of Education in the required number of subjects at around 17 to 18 years of age, and it was time to give serious thought to a career. To be a chartered accountant would give him a wide business experience, with good training, but to play rugby at the weekends was all that mattered.

During his training he and a fellow trainee, James Wallace, were sent to conduct an audit in Haltwhistle; they stayed in The Grey Bull Inn. James spoke to Alan about how Christ could come in and live in him. Alan humbly accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour and passed from death into life. James Wallace encouraged him to try to live for Jesus instead of for self. 

On qualifying as a chartered accountant in 1928, he moved to London, to Imperial Chemical Industries, specialising in taxation work. Prospects were bright but Alan was unhappy. He attended Central Hall, London, the Methodist meeting place, and St Martin in the Fields at lunchtime – knowing he was not right with God.
James Wallace came down to see Alan and took him out to lunch. In departing, James said: ‘Nice to see you, but don’t forget you can have a saved soul but a wasted life’. It shook Alan to the core. It was a major turning point in his life. 

At the same time, he met Marjorie Lewis; the remainder of the narrative about this is in the main text.

The following supplements the main text, and does not replace it. The church at Richmond allowed Alan to go on crusades. One took place in the City Hall of Newcastle, his home ground. His father and mother, who had not been sympathetic to his call to ministry, attended to see what their son was doing; their attitude changed dramatically with a warmer spirit pervading their relationship thereafter. In the same way, Marjorie’s father and mother, who were against their daughter getting married to a preacher when they had expected him to become an accountant, changed their minds when they saw the Lord at work.

This is not the place to detail the lives of Alan and Marjorie, after they left the Chapel in 1966.  They made Edinburgh their base, using the manse, until a new pastor for the Chapel was appointed in 1969.  They were then offered the use of a cottage in the grounds of Capernwray Hall in Lancashire, in exchange for Alan lecturing at the Training Home and being a worldwide ambassador for Capernwray Fellowship.  On Alan’s death on 16 March 1989, aged 82, Marjorie moved to Birmingham, and attended St John’s Church there.

Their daughter Meryl, her three children and her husband Don served the Lord in Obo, Central Africa Republic, Meryl as a nurse/midwife and Don ran a trade school teaching the young men practical skills of woodwork so that they could earn a living and provide for their families. Don was killed in an accident, when the jack on a lorry that he was repairing collapsed on him; Meryl and the children returned to the USA. Meryl send regular Christmas letters up to 2007, which are in the Chapel archives under Alan Redpath.  However, for the sake of anyone wishing to have a snapshot of the family in 2000, it was as follows:

Marjorie was in Birmingham, and was able to attend the Keswick Convention in 2000.  She went to stay with Meryl from September to December 1999 and again from May to July 2002. She was 90 in January 2003, and was still in Birmingham in 2005, although her memory was failing and she acquired considerable care.

Meryl left the Africa Inland Mission in 1986 and went to California, where she married Don Wilson in 1988 (another Don). He had 3 children by his first marriage, and was in Insurance and Financial Planning, with a hobby in magic. Meryl retired from Home Care in 1999, after six years.

Meryl’s children in 2000 were:

Bruce, 38, who had a Ph.D. in soil science, was in Laos as ‘missionary’, although he was employed by International Soil Research Unit in the capital city.  He had just completed a 4-year contract and planned to do 3 more, to make it up to 7. He was married to Margaret, and they had 3 children, Hannah, 5, Gabrielle, 3, Josiah, 9 months (tenth grandchild). In 2002, Christina was born. Another was due in May 2004.

Caroline, 37, married Arthur, and estimator for a contractor in Sacramento, California, and they had 2 children, Philip, 11, Brian, 9.

Craig, 32, (who had been born Edinburgh, because Meryl stopped off in Edinburgh on her way to America, took malaria, and the doctors said it was too advanced for her to fly) was proud of his Scottish birth. He was married to Loren, and they had 3 children, Alec (sic) 7, Jonathan, 4, Nathaniel, 2. He was on the pastoral staff of Calvary Church, St. Hose, California, in charge of the grounds and property.

The Redpath’s younger daughter, Caroline, married Edward Stott and settled initially in Birmingham and then in Bromsgrove, to the south of Birmingham with her accountant husband, Edward Stott, and three children. She held the position of a full-time worker at St Johns Harbin Church where the family is deeply involved in church work. She had her fiftieth birthday in July 2000.  The 3 children were Melanie, 20, who was then at university, training as a speech therapist, David, 18 and Claire 14.

The latest communication before this CD went to press was from Meryl in her Christmas letter, December 2006, written in January 2007, as follows:

Don and I have had our usual busy year, travelling, church activities, family, having friends to visit and keeping the Doctors at work! Meryl had successful carpal tunnel surgery done on both wrists, a repeat of the heart procedure done 2 years ago due to a return of atria] fibrillation, (not fun. but successful), and laminectomy surgery L3-L4 and L4-LS to try to help with back and leg pain (Spinal stenosis). This has not worked, so I am now seeing a rheumatologist. So far, not much help there either. Don will have knee surgery Jan 15th for a double torn right knee meniscus which he injured while we were putting Christmas decorations away. He is volunteering at Interfaith Food Ministry and enjoys attending magic conventions, buying and selling magic items on e-Bay and through his web site. A nice way for us to get $$ for travel

In April we made our annual trip to U.K. and had a great time with my immediate and extended family, and we were able to visit friends in Edinburgh. We had the honor of attending Romeo and Juliette at Stratford-on-Avon, where Edward's (my b-,i-l) nephew, Rupert Evans, played Romeo. What a great performance! 

Mother will be 94 on Jan 23 Physically she is doing quite well, but her memory loss causes quite a few problems. She still lives independently, with help coming in morning and evening, and eating lunch in the dining room with other residents. She has friends visit her, and Caroline, who lives just 5 minutes away, is able to see her often. Talking of parents, it was a sad day when Grandpa John Linquist died on Good Friday 2006 at the age of 93. We all miss him and Tita (Marguerite).

July was a special month because Craig, Loren and Alek, Jonathan and Nathanael were home from Uganda for a brief time. The 7 weeks just flew by, but we made the most of every moment we had with them. Bruce and Carolyn's families enjoyed being together and it was fun watching the cousins interact with each other. We went to our cabin in Arnold where swimming, fishing, hiking and camping were enjoyed. Then on to Sunsplash where all but the grandparents whizzed down various scary shoots!!. The adult "ladies" all got to go to "Champions on Ice" thanks to Don! Craig was diagnosed with latent TB so will be on medication for 9 months. The first two years in Africa, he was often ill. Now we know why. He feels good now. They had to move house upon their return to Entebbe, Uganda, and have had quite a time getting it ‘livable’. The co-op school moved with them, where Loren is Principal and teaches. Craig is busy with teaching, church work (they now have 400 in their Sunday School. and have maxed out the tent's capacity), discipleship, organizing outreaches, and currently getting ready to go up to C.A.R. (where he grew up) with a team of Bible School students and interns to work among the Mbororo, an unreached nomadic people group. Wendy Atkins will be their guide and hostess!

October was a special month as Edward and Caroline were able to come and visit. It was the first time in 5 years that they had been here together. We started off in San Francisco seeing the sights, then through Napa Valley. We went to Squaw Valley and Tahoe, and just enjoyed the little towns where we live. Of course we had family gatherings celebrating birthdays and anything else we could think of.

Don and I enjoy getting together with our other two "local" families. Bruce and Margaret and their 5 live in Woodland (l 1/2 hours away). Bruce works at UCDavis as an Agricultural Research Scientist. He enjoys his work as sometimes he is out with the farmers, and sometimes in the lab helping the graduate and PhD students with their projects. He has to write endless papers which is not so much fun. The 4 older children attend Cornerstone Christian school and they love it. Christina goes 3 mornings a week and wishes she went all day and every day! Danielle will be 3 in May and is doing well. The latest MRI showed that her brain is developing normally except for the "pons" which was damaged originally. She crawls all over, climbs on things, pulls herself to a standing position and can feed herself certain foods. (she loves her food). She still has challenges. but we praise God for all the things she can do. She is a delight to us all.
Carolyn, Art, Philip and Brian are still in Fair Oaks (Sacramento), less than an hour from us. Art continues his job as an Estimator for a construction firm. Carolyn has a new job as an Administrative Assistant with an Investment Advisor company, which has been a 'stretching' experience for her. Philip will graduate from High school this year. He is in Independent studies at a Charter school which is proving to be a good thing for him. Brian is in 10"' grade and is looking on E-Bay for THE perfect "muscle" car!

Daryl, Cathy, Natania and Nicholas live up in Boise, Idaho where most of Cathy’s family live. Daryl is a full-time Dad and a part time preacher, and Cathy is the General Manager of Flora Company, a wholesale greenhouse business. Natania loves to read, sing and dance. Nicholas is a natural athlete. Give him a bat and ball and he's happy! As a family they love to hike, ski and go bike riding.

Darla teaches third grade in Santa Barbara, but is prayerfully considering moving to Boise to be near family. She has had some interviews and is awaiting results. We enjoy her visits when she is able.

Melinda is still working at Regent University in Virginia where she graduated last May, with a Masters degree in Theater Ministry. Other highlights of her year were going to Jerusalem with her school class to perform an evangelistic program, and playing drums in the worship team at church in Virginia. This spring she plans on going to England to work at City Temple Church in London to develop a creative arts and ministry outreach program.

This March Don and I will be going to Hawaii for a week on the big island and a week on Kauai. We arrive home April 3 and shortly after that Meryl will be going to Uganda with a team of 12 from our church to partner with Craig in various ministries. Six members will also go down to the Congo border to help a Doctor from our area who works among the displaced Pyormies from the Bwindi forest, which is now inhabited only by gorillas. Meryl will probably stay on a bit longer than the team and then meet up with Don in England where we will spend time with family once again.

As for the rest of the year? The Lord only knows! Right now our calendar has nothing except the usual meetings and volunteer work that we do. But we are open for what the Lord has for us, hoping that our time won't be spent with Doctors and hospitals, as much as we appreciate what they do for us. 

